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Majority of 
drainage 
issues to be 
solved
Tax rate hearing  
scheduled
By Rick Mauch
The Community News

At its regular meeting on Tuesday, 
Aug. 23, members of the Willow Park 
City Council voted to approve the issu-
ance of certi!cates of obligation in an 
amount not to exceed $4.25 million 
for designing, constructing, acquiring, 
improving, enlarging, and equipping the 
city’s municipal drainage utility system.

However, whereas the original pro-
posal in June was for a 20-year plan, the 
city opted instead to go with a 15-year 
plan, which City Manager Bryan Grimes 
said would save the city up to a half mil-
lion dollars in interest. Also, because of 
the city’s AA bond rating, they were able 
to receive a !xed rate of 3.44%, resulting 
in a payback of around $367,000 per 
year, or total payments of around $5.5 
million. In June the rate was estimated 
at 4.1%, which would have resulted in a 
20-year payback of around $6 million.

The !rst payment will be in February 
of 2023, with the !nal payment being in 
2037, with the city having the option to 
pay it o" early starting in 2032.

“This will address about 90% of our 
drainage needs,” Grimes said.

Grimes said work will likely begin in 
December or January.

Certi!cates of obligation are similar 
to general obligation bonds, except that 
they do not require voter approval before 
they are issued. Certi!cates of obligation 
are also guaranteed by the city’s taxation 
power.

In the case of Willow Park, the city has 
been collecting fees since October of 2021 
to fund storm drainage improvements. 
The rates, re#ected in the utility bills of 
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John Schneider was sworn in as Willow 
Park’s new fire chief Tuesday. His wife, 
Stephanie, pins him while council mem-
ber Greg Runnebaum looks on.

Carter LeBaron named 2022 
Thanksgiving Trot recipient

Staff Reports
The Community News

The Marcia Walters 
Memorial Thanksgiving Trot 
has announced that the recip-
ient of its 11th annual race 
on Thanksgiving Day will be 
Carter LeBaron, a 13-year-
old Aledo ISD student that 
was diagnosed with Acute 
Lymphocytic Leukemia this 
past March.

It has been a tough 
road through a journey of 
chemotherapy, infusions, hos-
pital stays, countless doctor 
appointments, and the list 
continues.

Ashley and John LeBaron, 
Carter’s parents, have not been 
able to work due to the grueling 
demands a cancer diagnosis 
entails. While one gets their 
son to and from his treatment 
and related appointments, the 
other is tending to Carter’s 
four siblings and the normal 
demands of day-to-day par-
enthood. Financial obligations 
are often di$cult to meet with 
the added hardship of cancer.

“This family was chosen as 
the recipient after thorough 
review and consideration, and 
the Trot is so honored to know 
them and be a part of their 
journey,” a member of the Trot 
board said.

Donations and funds raised 
through the Thanksgiving Trot 
will be provided to the family 
to help meet its expenses. 

“His journey started with 
his loss of appetite and the 
inability to stay awake for 
longer than a few minutes,” 
Carter’s mom Ashley said. “It 
was out of the norm for him, so 
after about a week we got him 
seen and he got his diagnosis.”

Since then, Carter’s 
treatment has consisted of sev-
eral inpatient admission stays, 
some of them weeks at a time. 
It also includes weekly chemo 
appointments.

Ashley said Carter some-
times has appointments 
!ve days a week, and some 
appointments last all day.

“It’s consisted of 
lots of needles, blood-
work, spinal taps, and 
even a feeding tube a 
couple of times due 
to severe malnutrition 
for excessive weight 
loss,” she said. “At one 
point he was under 
100 pounds. For the most part 
he’s done very well with his 
chemotherapy, thankfully not 
many side e"ects.”

The Thanksgiving Trot 
began in 2011 with a simple 
mission — to have members 
of the community join 

together for a common cause 
— to support one of its own 
in need.

“Being selected as this 
year’s recipient is such a bless-
ing for our family,” Ashley said. 
“For so many months it has 
felt like we’ve had more low 
points than high and we’ve 
barely had our heads above 
water.  His selection is just the 
Lord rea$rming that He’s in 
control and showing us there 
are people out there who care 
and are willing to help.”

This past spring, the 
Trot was honored as East 
Parker County Chamber of 
Commerce’s ‘Nonpro!t of the 
Year.’  It was an award that 
the group was so proud to 
have received, and they did so 

on behalf of everyone 
who has ever spon-
sored, raced, shared, 
or supported the Trot.

For more infor-
mation about the 
Thanksgiving Trot, 
visit www.aledo-
thanksgivingtrot.

com. To follow Carter’s story 
and updates, the family has 
a Facebook page facebook.
com/curecarter13.  Mark your 
calendars for Thanksgiving 
Day at Aledo High School 
Stadium, and let’s race for 
Carter LeBaron!

SPECIAL TO THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Carter LeBaron
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WILLOW PARK

Residents 
speak out 
about fire 
department 
annexation
By Rick Mauch
The Community News

If there was ever a question 
about how popular the !re depart-
ment is in Willow Park, there should 
be none anymore.

With the possible annexation of 
their department into the Parker 
County Emergency Services District 
1 pending with a Nov. 8 election, 
several citizens spoke in opposition 
to such a move at a public hearing 
on Aug. 17 at Spring Hill Suites in 
Willow Park. Several others from 
the county also spoke in defense.

Many questions were asked by 
the public and answered by both 
ESD1 Fire Chief Stephen Watson 
and Willow Park City Manager 
Bryan Grimes.

Then, the ESD1 board of 
directors voted 5-0 to call for the 
November election.

Among those from the public 
who spoke, eight oppose the annex-
ation, four were in favor and a 
couple didn’t seem to care one way 
or the other, but nonetheless had 
questions.

Among the major complaints 
were that the citizens have not been 
given enough notice or informa-
tion about the subject of annexation. 
Some even suggested deals are being 
made behind closed doors, which 
Willow Park Mayor Doyle Moss 
immediately refuted.

“This was not cloak-and-dagger, 
these meetings we had with !re-
men, with ESD and now it’s being 
brought to the people,” Moss said. 
“We are entertaining this for the 
betterment of our city.”

Just as he did at the Aug. 9 
Willow Park City Council meeting, 
Watson assured citizens of many 
things, including that a !re station 
will remain in Willow Park and that 
all of the current employees would 
retain their jobs at the same pay rate 
with even better bene!ts, includ-
ing the district paying 100% of the 
insurance costs for an employee and 
their family.

And that the city’s prized ladder 
truck will stay put, as will all equip-
ment needed to operate a !re station 
in Willow Park.

Citizen Dale Lewis called into 
question the !re station remaining, 
asking what happens if the quickly 
growing northern part of Parker 
County adds around 20,000 homes. 
Watson told him and the rest of the 
audience that two new stations are 
already in the planning for that part 
of the county — with a reminder 
that Willow Park, already the sec-
ond largest city in the county, and 

Turn to ESD1, page 4 Turn to WP1, page 3
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NOTICE OF HEARING TO VOTE
ON TAX RATE

A tax rate of $0.538450 per $100 valuation has been proposed by the governing body of CITY OF 
WILLOW PARK.

PROPOSED TAX RATE  $0.538450 per $100

NO-NEW-REVENUE TAX RATE  $0.558828 per $100

VOTER-APPROVAL TAX RATE  $0.597921 per $100

The no-new-revenue tax rate is the tax rate for the 2022 tax year that will raise the same amount of prop-
erty tax revenue for CITY OF WILLOW PARK from the same properties in both the 2021 tax year and the 
2022 tax year.

The voter-approval rate is the highest tax rate that CITY OF WILLOW PARK may adopt without holding an 
election to seek voter approval of the rate.

The proposed tax rate is not greater than the no-new-revenue tax rate. This means that CITY OF WILLOW 
PARK is not proposing to increase property taxes for the 2022 tax year.

A PUBLIC HEARING TO VOTE ON THE PROPOSED TAX RATE WILL BE HELD ON September 13, 2022 AT 
07:00 pm AT 516 Ranch House Road, Willow Park, TX 76087.

The proposed tax rate is also not greater than the voter-approval tax rate. As a result, CITY OF WILLOW 
PARK is not required to hold an election to seek voter approval of the rate. However, you may express 
your support for or opposition to the proposed tax rate by contacting the members of the Willow Park City 
Council of CITY OF WILLOW PARK at their offices or by attending the public hearing mentioned above.

YOUR TAXES OWED UNDER ANY OF THE RATES MENTIONED ABOVE CAN BE CALCULATED AS 
FOLLOWS:

Property tax amount= (tax rate) x (taxable value of your property)/100

FOR the proposal: Lea Young  Eric Contreras
 Chawn Gilliland  Nate Crummel
AGAINST the proposal:

PRESENT and not voting: Doyle Moss, Mayor

ABSENT:  Greg Runnenbaum

Visit Texas.gov/PropertyTaxes to find a link to your local property tax database on which you can easily 
access information regarding your property taxes, including information about proposed tax rates and 
scheduled public hearings of each entity that taxes your property.

The 86th Texas Legislature modified the manner in which the voter-approval tax rate is calculated to limit 
the rate of growth of property taxes in the state.

The following table compares the taxes imposed on the average residence homestead by CITY OF 
WILLOW PARK last year to the taxes proposed to be imposed on the average residence homestead by 
CITY OF WILLOW PARK this year.

2021 2022 Change

Total tax rate (per $100 of value) $0.566650 $0.538450 decrease of -0.028200, 
or -4.98%

Average homestead taxable value $287,863 $296,517 increase of 8,654, or 
3.01%

Tax on average homestead $1,631.18 $1,596.60 decrease of -34.58, or 
-2.12%

Total tax levy on all properties $3,241,709 $3,214,123 decrease of -27,586, or 
-0.85%

For assistance with tax calculations, please contact the tax assessor for CITY OF WILLOW PARK at 817-
596-0077 or parkercad@parkercad.org, or visit www.texas.gov/propertytaxes for more information.

Support Services provided by 
Careity Foundation
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the rest of East Parker County is 
also rapidly growing.

“We put our resources into 
where the growth is. Look around 
here, there is tremendous growth,” 
Watson said. “Absolutely, without 
fail, there has to be a !re station in 
Willow Park.”

In fact, Watson even discussed 
the potential for increasing the !re 
department sta" in Willow Park 
should the annexation go through.

The reason the annexation is 
being discussed is simple. Willow 
Park is busting at the seams bud-
get-wise. All $1.9 million expected 
to be brought in from property 
taxes in the coming year’s city bud-
get is expected to go to fund the 
police department. The !re depart-
ment will take up $1.4 million of 
the expected $1.7 million income 
from sales tax.

That doesn’t leave much wiggle 
room for projects such as streets, 
parks, etc.

“That puts a tremendous strain 
and pressure on our budget,” 
Grimes said, noting the !re depart-
ment budget has grown 60% since 
2017.

If the !re department is annexed 
into ESD1 it will no longer be fund-
ed by the city, clearing up that part 
of the budget for other projects. 
For ESD1, Watson said it is a stra-
tegic move to streamline services 
throughout the county with every-
one working for the same agency.

ESD1 covers 311 square miles 
and 70,000 residents, Watson said. 
This includes Aledo, the Annettas, 
Springtown, Peaster, Poolville, 
Morningstar, Silver Creek, and 
Lajunta. They are funded by a 1.5% 
sales tax in unincorporated areas 
and an ad-valorem (property) tax 
of up to 10 cents per $100 in incor-
porated areas such as Willow Park.

Should the WPFD join ESD1, 
citizens would have to pay the 
ad-valorem tax. However, that 
would be o"set by a reduction 
in their current taxes that would 
actually decrease their payments 

by about $40 per every $100,000, 
Grimes said.

“If you take $1.4 million out 
of our budget, there will be a tax 
reduction,” Grimes said.

ESD1 President Mark Jack 
issued a reminder that nothing is 
set, that the issue still has to be 
voted on by the residents of Willow 
Park and the others in ESD1. First, 
Willow Park residents will vote to 
approve or disapprove the annex-
ation, and if they approve the other 
residents of ESD1 will vote whether 
or not to accept them, Jack said.

 “The voters get to decide. It’s 
not up to ESD and it’s not up to the 
city,” Jack said. “Whatever happens 
now is completely up to the voters.”

Grimes told the crowd, “If the 
situation is status quo on Nov. 9, 
we’ll still make it work. The city will 
have a !re department.”

However, Grimes added, if the 
city were to fund the !re depart-
ment out of property taxes — which 
several citizens said they prefer to 
the annexation — the tax would be 
increased to around 80 cents per 
$100 for !re, police and debt.

“If you want to raise my taxes 
to justify it, do it,” Dale Lewis said. 
“Just say, ‘If you want a !re depart-
ment, here is what it’s going to cost 
you.”

Several of those who spoke in 
favor of increased taxes are senior 
citizens, whose property tax rate 
freezes at whatever the rate is 
when you turn 65. Grimes remind-
ed them that no one is currently 
funding the !re department from 
property taxes as it is solely funded 
by sales taxes.

 Michael Hogue raised the ques-
tion of what happens to the public 
safety building, which was built 
with bond money, stating, “We’ve 
got a big liability there, and I’d like 
to know what we’re going to do 
about it?”

Watson answered that dis-
cussions are ongoing 
concerning the building, 
which also houses the police 
department, but assured 
folks that the !re station, 
whether still there or in 
another location, is not 
leaving town.

Grimes added that the city is 
currently getting appraisals on both 
the public safety building and city 
hall, a possible choice for relocation 
of the department. If that is the 
case, then city hall would have to 
move, perhaps to an entirely new 
location or simply switch places 
with the !re department.

K.J. Hannah asked if the !re 
department’s interaction with cit-
izens - particularly young people 
- would continue.

“They provide outreach and 
training to the community. At every 
single event our Willow Park Fire 
Department is there. Even just driv-
ing through the neighborhoods, the 
children congregate and get them 
to blow their horn,” she said.

Watson responded that nothing 
would change.

“If you go to a Bearcat football 
game, you’ll probably see a !re 
truck there. Go to a Springtown 
game and you’ll see one,” he said. 
“We hit every single elementary 
school campus in ESD1.”

Former Willow Park Mayor 
Richard Neverdousky asked if the 
annexation into the ESD could 
improve the city’s ISO (insurance 
services o#ce) rating to a 1 from 

the 2 it currently has. 
Connecting with a water 
supply from Fort Worth 
increased it from the 3 it 
previously was.

Neverdousky was 
mayor when the city 
switched from a volunteer 

!re department to paid and when 
the bond was passed for the public 
safety building.

“I have an emotional attach-
ment to our !re department, but I 
have an open mind also,” he said.

Neverdousky said if the rating 
cannot be improved, the annex-
ation would otherwise be a wash.

“It may be costly, but it’s e"ec-
tive,” he said of the current situation.

Watson said the !re department 
in Aledo, also a part of ESD1, went 
from a rating of 7 to a 2 following 
their annexation.

“All over the district we’ve low-
ered it where we can,” he said.

Connie Vestal of Springtown, a 
former member of that !re depart-
ment for 12 years and a resident of 
ESD1, is in favor of the annexation.

“There’s a lot of changes going 
on in Parker County right now 
and sometimes change is hard, 
but sometimes change is good,” 
she said. “You can still have your 
!re!ghters drive by your neighbor-
hood. They’re not going to leave 
you high and dry. They take care of 
community.”

Scott Caron, a newcomer to the 
area from Kansas City, reminded 
citizens of what can happen when 
the funds needed and the services 
required don’t meet. 

“Regionalizing your resources is 
the only answer. There’s a tipping 
point and you’re probably there 
with !re,” he said. “Don’t freak out 
and say no to this immediately.”

ESD1
from page one

Year budget and the newly proposed 
property tax rate.

At a budget workshop in June, 
Grimes revealed the preliminary 
projected revenue from property 
taxes to be $1.9 million with the 
projected sales tax revenue being 
$1.7 million. Those numbers are up 
slightly from the projected $1.849 
million in property tax revenue and 
$1.4 million in the 2021-22 budget.

The $1.9 million from property 
taxes is expected to go solely toward 
funding the police department. Of 
the $1.7 million in sales revenue, 
$1.4 million is expected to go to sup-
porting the !re department, which 
is currently the subject of a possi-
ble annexation by Parker Emergency 
Services District 1. That vote is 
scheduled for Nov. 8.

Grimes said he has made a few 
tweaks to that originally proposed 
budget, but he still hopes to have the 
2022-23 budget !nalized by Labor 
Day (Sept. 5).

Grimes also recently presented 
the council with his recommenda-
tion for a lower property tax rate for 
citizens of 54 cents per $100. That’s 
a decrease of three cents from the 
current rate of 57 cents per $100.

Schneider pinned as new 
fire chief

John Schneider, who ascended to 
the role of the city’s !re chief follow-
ing the retirement of Mike Lenoir 
on Aug. 2. Schneider has been with 
the city since 2008 and was promot-
ed to assistant chief in 2016.

Among his many accomplish-
ments, Schneider is a master 
structure !re!ghter, a master arson 
investigator, incident commander, 
emergency medical technician and 
more.

“I’m excited for the challenge. It’s 
an honor, for sure,” Schneider said. 

Schneider and his wife, 
Stephanie, have two children and he 
enjoys $y !shing in his spare time.

WP2
from page three
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LEFT: Willow Park Mayor Doyle Moss | RIGHT: ESD No. 1 Fire Chief Steve 
Watson
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