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EX-STUDENTS’ 
ASSOCIATION 
BANQUET
The Aledo ISD Ex-Students’ 
Association will hold its ban-
quet on Saturday, Oct. 5, at 
the Don R. Daniel Ninth Grade 
Campus cafetorium. Visitation 
will begin at 4:30 p.m. and the 
meal will be served at 6 p.m.

All ex-students of Aledo ISD 
are encouraged to attend.

The cost will be $20, which 
covers the meal, expenses and 
$3 for dues.

If you did not receive an 
invitation, and would like to 
attend, send a note to Aledo 
Ex-Student’s Assn., P. 0 . Box 
737, Aledo, Texas 76008.

For more information, call 
Lillian Haile at 817-441-8862.

PARKER COUNTY

North 
Texas 
Giving Day 
returns
Annual event ramps  
up local giving
By Randy Keck
The Community News

If it’s September, it’s North Texas 
Giving Day time.

Some 38 organizations in Parker 
County stand to benefit from the 
annual gift-giving program organized 
by the Communities Foundation of 
Texas (CFT). By visiting northtex-
asgiving.org, people in the commu-
nity can donate to their favorite local 
non-profit organizations, and the 
CFT will add additional monetary 
prizes and in-kind donations to sup-
plement the donations.

Of the 38 Parker County causes, 
several are more local to east Parker 
County, including the Flourishing 
Tree of Life, Fort Worth Amputee 
Coalition, Gathering Hope, East 
Parker County Library, Allie’s Haven 
Animal Rescue, Cattailz.org, Aledo 
Young Life, Safe Harbor Counseling 
Center, Trinity Christian Academy, 
and Lifeline Chaplaincy.

Since its inception, North Texas 
Giving Day has grown in both par-
ticipation and in dollars raised.

Turn to GIVING, page A2

WILLOW PARK

Next step taken in water process
Notice of intent  
approved by council
By Randy Keck
The Community News

The process of bringing water 
to Willow Park and Hudson 
Oaks took one more step forward 
Tuesday night, Sept. 10, when the 

city council approved posting the 
notice to issue certificates of obli-
gation.

Technically, the council has 
already approved the expenditure 
and has also approved borrowing 
the funds from the Texas Water 
Development Board for the $13.8 
million project.

The TWDB has approved loan-

ing the money to the city on a 
30-year, fixed-rate note at .095 
percent interest.

City Administrator Bryan 
Grimes told the council it is possi-
ble that rate will be lowered to .075 
percent.

The City of Hudson Oaks has 
agreed to pay 48 percent of the 
note and will receive 48 percent 

of the water allotment from Fort 
Worth.

Before the agreement can be 
consummated, the city is required 
to post notice of its intent to issue 
certificates of obligation. (The 
Community News is Willow Park’s 
official newspaper of record, and 

Turn to WATER, page A2

MORE THAN 

A LIBRARY

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Nika Carter (not shown) kept the attention of pre-schoolers at the East Parker County Library on Friday, Sept. 6. For video of the activity, visit 
https://vimeo.com/359417831 or click on the “play” icon in our e-version.

>

EPCL provides numerous services 
for adults and children
By Randy Keck
The Community News

It’s Friday morning and pre-schoolers are 
running about the children’s area because, for 
this moment, they are cars.

While their routes may look more like 
bumper cars, they (and their parents) are hav-
ing a ball — and they are learning. Suddenly 
they stop — there’s a stop sign, and they see 
someone they know. So of course, they roll 
down their windows and wave!

That was the scene on Sept. 6 at the East 
Parker County Library when Nika Carter of 
Just for Kix led the reading and the program.

One of the things they are learning is the 
library is more than just a library — it’s a place 
to learn, to grow, to relax, to print out your 

resumé, or to take a test.
Gone are the days of pin-drop quiet, shoosh-

ing librarians. Sure, there is an environment 
conducive to reading, but it’s also there for 
learning, interacting, and growing.

Head librarian Cathy Mason recently turned 
the reins of the library over to Tracy Lambert 
Jack (in fact, that Friday, Sept. 6, was Jack’s 
fourth fourth day as librarian.)

Mason pointed out that you don’t even have 
to go into the library to make use of the library! 
Once you have a library card, you have access to 
a huge array of e-books that can be checked out 
through the library.

The North Texas Libraries on the Go book 
collection is available to EPCL patrons.

“That’s probably 20,000 titles on there that 
they can access from home and use,” Mason said. 
Those titles range from classics to best-sellers 
to children and teen-oriented books.

Jack said the library coordinates with local 
schools, and typically has book available that 
are on school reading lists. In addition, the 
library has a large number of books for sale at 
bargain prices, and many of those are on read-
ing lists as well.

Not ‘just for kids’
And while EPCL has roughly 20,000 items 

available for loan, that number is multiplied 
when you add in books that are available 
at other libraries in the county. Patrons can 
request books from libraries in Weatherford, 
Springtown, and Azle.

“They can request books from other places 
and the books will come here, so they can pick 
them up here,” Jack said. “I don’t want people to 
necessarily think that the library cannot service 
their book needs.”

Turn to LIBRARY, page A4
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StaLLons
A•C

AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING

Locally owned 
and operated

Commercial & 
Residential

We install new systems, 
service and repair of 
all makes & 
models.

www.stallonsac.com
0% interest for 

48 months. 

(With Approved Credit)

I-20 ANIMAL HOSPITAL
817-341-3331

3713 Fort Worth Hwy  Between Exits 415 and 414 
Hudson Oaks, TX  76087

www.I-20animalhospital.com

• GENERAL PET WELLNESS 
HEALTH CARE

• INTERNAL MEDICINE

• SURGERY 
General and Advanced

• RADIOLOGY 
Digital including dental

• LASER THERAPY

• EMERGENCY & CRITICAL CARE

• COMPLETE IN-HOUSE 
LABORATORY

• DENTAL CARE 
General and Advanced

• ULTRASONOGRAPHY

• ONCOLOGY

• ENDOSCOPY

OPEN 24 HOURS
DAILY

Matt Morris
817-529-5325 

matt@gusbates.com

Proud to 
Support the Aledo 

Bearcats

Securities offered through Kestra Investment Services, LLC (Kestra IS), member FINRA/SIPC. Investment advisory services offered through Kestra 
Advisory Services, LLC (Kestra AS), an affi liate of Kestra IS. Kestra IS and Kestra AS are not affi liated with Gus Bates Insurance & Investments. 

817-732-4419
www.sarahmorrisdds.comEMPLOYEE BENEFITS, PROPERTY & CASUALTY, 

RETIREMENT PLAN SERVICES
FAMILY DENTISTRY WHERE HONESTY & INTEGRITY MATTER!

State of the Art Sterilization Room
Invisalign and Zoom! Whitening

Massage Chairs and HDTV
Water Purification System

2551 River Park Dr. Suite 201 · Fort Worth, TX 76116

WILLOW PARK

Budget 
hearing 
sparsely 
attended

By Randy Keck
The Community News

Only one resident spoke at the first of two public 
budget hearings held by the City of Willow Park.

City Administrator Bryan Grimes said he put 
together a budget with a tax rate the same as last 
year but providing a slightly different proportion 
of Interest & Sinking (I&S) to Maintenance & 
Operations (M&O).

Grimes’ budget would have an I&S rate of .2449 
and an M&O rate of .2918, resulting in a tax rate of 
.5367, the same as the current year’s rate.

Due to growth in property values, the rate would 
bring in about 3.5 percent more revenue than the 
current year.

Council member Lea Young, who chaired the 
meeting, said she would like to see some funding for 
parks, and recommended taking $5,000 from the 
road budget of $120,000 and dedicating it to parks.

In the ensuing discussion, council member Gary 
McKaughan reported that he found a $15,000 error 
in calculation that would be in the city’s favor.

Council members felt that if McKaughan was 
accurate, a portion of that could go to parks. Council 
member Greg Runnebaum was opposed to taking 
any money from roads, but Young repeated her opin-
ion that parks could use a portion of road money, 
since the road budget would be increased.

Only one resident spoke at the public hearing.
Marcy Galle expressed concern about the amount 

of debt the city is taking on.
“Since 2015, my Willow Park property taxes have 

increased 53 percent,” she said, adding that “Willow 
Park has almost doubled our debt service over the 
last two years.”

Galle asked about salaries that were being trans-
ferred from the general fund to the water depart-
ment. Grimes told her that the people whose salaries 
were being affected spent about half their time 
dealing with water and sewer issues, that 50 percent 
of their salaries were being transferred to the water 
department.

When she finished speaking, Galle, realizing she 
was the only speaker at the hearing, concluded, “am 
I the only speaker? Well, that’s too bad.”

VOLUNTEERS?
The city of Willow Park is looking for 
residents who are interested in serv-
ing on any of the local boards and 
commissions. Anyone who is inter-
ested should call the city at  
817-441-7108.

EDUCATION

Three local students named as 
National Merit Semifinalists

Staff Reports
The Community News

The National Merit Scholarship 
Corporation (NMSC) announced on 
Wednesday the three area students 
were among the approximately 16,000 
Semifinalists in the 65th annual National 
Merit Scholarship Program.

Sydney Pierce and Taylor Yates, seniors 
at Aledo High School, were on the list, 
as was John Shultz, a student at Trinity 
Christian Academy.

These seniors have an opportunity to 
continue in the competition for some 7,600 
National Merit Scholarships worth more 
than $31 million that will be awarded 
next spring. To be considered for a Merit 
Scholarship® award, Semifinalists must 
fulfill several requirements to advance to 
the Finalist level of the competition.

More than 90 percent of the Semifinalists 
are expected to attain Finalist standing, 
and about half of the Finalists will win a 
National Merit Scholarship, earning the 
Merit Scholar® title.

NMSC, a not-for-profit organization 
that operates without government assis-
tance, was established in 1955 specifical-
ly to conduct the annual National Merit 
Scholarship Program.

Scholarships are underwrit-
ten by NMSC with its own funds 
and by approximately 400 busi-
ness organizations and high-
er education institutions that 
share NMSC’s goals of honoring 
the nation’s scholastic champi-
ons and encouraging the pursuit 
of academic excellence.

Pierce is a two-year member 
of the National Honor Society, 
serves on the Student Council, 
and is a member of the Young Democrats.

Yates is also a two-year member of NHS, 
works on the school newspaper, and is a 
member of the Environmental Club. Yates 
was featured in The Community News last 
spring as one of two AHS students who had 
perfect scores on their ACT exams.

Schultz has played baseball in the past 
but missed the last season due to surgery. 
He plans to study medicine.

Steps in the 2020 Competition
More than 1.5 million juniors in about 

21,000 high schools entered the 2020 
National Merit Scholarship Program by 
taking the 2018 Preliminary SAT/National 
Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test (PSAT/
NMSQT®), which served as an initial 

screen of program entrants. The 
nationwide pool of Semifinalists, 
representing less than one percent 
of U.S. high school seniors, includes 
the highest-scoring entrants in each 
state. The number of Semifinalists 
in a state is proportional to the 
state’s percentage of the national 
total of graduating seniors.

National Merit 
Scholarships

Three types of National Merit 
Scholarships will be awarded in the spring 
of 2020. Every Finalist will compete for 
one of 2,500 National Merit® $2,500 
Scholarships that will be awarded on a 
state-representational basis. About 1,000 
corporate-sponsored Merit Scholarship 
awards will be provided by approximately 
220 corporations and business organiza-
tions for Finalists who meet their specified 
criteria, such as children of the grantor’s 
employees or residents of communities 
where sponsor plants or offices are locat-
ed. In addition, about 180 colleges and 
universities are expected to finance some 
4,100 college-sponsored Merit Scholarship 
awards for Finalists who will attend the 
sponsor institution.

John Schultz

RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Aledo High School seniors Sydney Pierce, left, and Taylor Yates were named Semifinalists in the National Merit Scholarship Program.


